THE BASICS

The program begins by building off of three-ined paper: two bold lines with a dotted line in
the middle. The program centers on a story with the central figure being the Smiley Guy . The
basic premise is that Smiley GU@ ~ always sits on the *ground” (the solid bottom line ~ line under
the Smiley Guy). The area befween the broken line and the solid bottom line is called the
*smiley space ™ The Smiley Guy aiways sifs in the “smiley space”.

Smiley Space

The space above the Smiley Guy is the sky:

Iy Sky

R

The space below the Smile

***No letter is ever in both
the sky and water. Water
Letters are only in the water|
and Sky Letters are only in.
the sky. All letters sit or
stand on the ground in the
smiley space. There is no
exception to_these rules
throughout this program.

ers are presented! gre!
enable the SYuder\ \ eceding lefters and

redu vev s m beglns with the lower case lefters
v Used more frequently both in writing
n nce has shown that following this sequenticl
er

a verv effective method for teaching the alphabet.

Every lefter of the alphabet is grouped info one of thiee

categories: Water Letters, Sky Letters, and Smille Letters. All of the
capital lefters are grouped as Sky Letters. Each of the lower casq
letters is grouped Info one of the three categories:

The beauty of this program
is that it was designed to

have consistent rules that a
child could rely on. These
rules remain constant
throughout the program.

Teacher’s Guide #101

Water -gjqyp
Sky-lhbtfkd
Smiley-oacesirnmuvwxz(Instructional Order)
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e Tl Bl oo

kick “I” in the knee. Hi yaw! “k” stands tall on the ground.
Story line: Describe “I" as @ human with the dotted line as the by
the head in the sky. Demonsrate on self, what joint is betyeer

ond men makes

‘" iikes to fly in his spaceship. “d" starts on the dofted line. Make a Smiley Guy. The Smiley Guy
steps on the ground. Then he gets into his spaceship. He shoots straight up info the clouds and then
lands straight down on the ground. "d Starts at the doffed line, makes a citcle and aline fo fhe sky
and then drops fo ground,

swoop down bump curve up shoot

Frood
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THE HAND POSITION

#hat positioning is often difficulfimpossible fo correct. It s very importarn
positioning on a pencil for wiiting, rather than leaving it ro chcnc =
encouraged with every witing utensil (crayon, pen, ma

Avariety of pencil giips are available ied 18 a pencil to he\p a
J fiof fo Be a matter of,
. Achi rable fo himyher. Grips ccr\

o o vang utens]

- Pencil resting in the web of the
umt h first two fingers and the thumb pinching the
wer end of the pencil.

Tripod grasp - Pencil resting in the web of th

with the index finger and the thumb

end of the pencil. The middle fj

pencil as a stabilizer, q c

Adapted Tripod - Pencil resting between index and
middle finger, with first two fingers and thumio pinching
the lower end of pencil.
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